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The Northeast Ohio Jazz Society (NOJS) and The Cleveland Museum of Art will pay 
tribute to one of the greatest figures in 20th-century music-composer, pianist, and bandleader Duke 
Ellington— on Saturday, September 10, at 7:30 pm, in the Museum’s Gartner Auditorium. 

"Celebrating Duke Ellington" opens with vintage 16mm films of the Ellington band, Nvith commentary 
by NOJS executive director John Richmond, followed at 8:30 pm by a live concert of Ellington’s 
music. The concert features Ellington alumni Norris Turney (alto sax), Britt Woodman (trombone), 
and Butch Ballard (drums), along with Harry Allen (tenor sax), whose recent recordings of 
Ellingtonia have won rave reviews, and Joe Wilder (trumpet), John Bunch (piano), Tony Leonardi 
(bass), and Leslie Lewis (vocals). 

Ellington musicologist and Montreal big band leader Andrew Homzy is transcribing 
Ellington compositions for this performance, including classic Ellington small band performances of 
the late 1930s. The playlist will also include "Don’t Get Around Much Anymore" and "It Don’t 
Mean a Thing if it Ain’t Got That Swing." Among the films and clips spanning Ellington’s prolific 
career will be the 1929 short "Black and Tan" and "Symphony in Black," the 1935 short that gave 
singer Billie Holiday her screen debut. 

Museum director and jazz fan Robert P. Bergman says of Ellington, who passed up an art 
school scholarship to go into the music business, "It’s a pleasure to join with the Jazz Society to 
bring jazz fans and Museum faithfuls together for an evening of the greatest works by one of the 
immortals of 20th-century culture. His youthful talent as a painter emerged over the years in ‘Mood 
Indigo’ and countless other pictures in sound." 

Tickets are $12 and will be sold beginning August 15 at the Museum Store and at Wax 
Stacks (Lee Road in Cleveland Heights), or by phone charge through NOJS at 397-9900; tickets are 

$10 for NOJS and Museum members. Free parking is available at the Museum. 

♦ * * 

This program is made possible by generous support from the Cleveland and George Gund 
Foundations, the National Endowment for the Arts, the Ohio Arts Council, and the Lila Wallace- 
Rcader’s Digest National Jazz Network, a program of the New England Foundation for the Arts and 
the National Jazz Service Organization. 
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